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RACE & REITANCE

Anti­Roma racim remain pervaive acro urope. It i
time to develop a common political agenda for the
unification and collective lieration of the Roma.
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T he recent death of tanilav Tomáš, a
Roma man from Teplice, Czech Repulic,
ha parked  demontration acro man

uropean countrie. On June 19, a police officer
kneeled on Tomáš’ neck while detaining him,
leading to hi death oon after. Depite the
international olidarit among uropean Roma thi
cae ha encouraged, we till have a long wa to go
in moilizing politicall againt all raciall
motivated anti­Roma violence. Moreover, when it
come to the truggle againt anti­Roma racim —
or antigpim — we are till lacking the olidarit
of the leftit ocial and political movement in
urope. Wh can white uropean ee and
denounce oppreion in Chiapa or Paletine, ut
not the oppreion againt Roma that i taking
place within their own communitie?

Roma in urope have long uffered from police
rutalit. Thi i not a matter of unfortunate
ehavior, or ad apple, ut rather goe to the heart

of the police’ role a the “guardian” of the
uropean ocietie a the are imagined  the
ruling elite. Roma are victim of permanent tate
terror, et, there i little dicuion around the iue
of police rutalit a a reult of tructural racim.
cant attention ha een paid to undertanding and
dicuing that police rutalit i jut the cruelet
face of anti­Roma racim — the iue i far more
complex.

The death of tanilav Tomáš i not an iolated
cae. It i tightl rooted to tructural anti­Roma
racim, ingrained in the core of uropean countrie
and their notion of “ecure ocietie.” For
centurie, white anxiet for ecurit ha manifeted
itelf in variou form: from uran and chool
egregation to police violence to ma
incarceration and political dehumanization.

Our people are ver much aware of the ituation
the face and their dail experience with the
white world. A Kale Amenge (Roma for

ROAR Magazine i an independent journal of the radical imagination providing
graroot perpective from the frontline of the gloal truggle for real democrac.

https://roarmag.org/categories/race-resistance/
https://roarmag.org/categories/race-resistance/
https://roarmag.org/author/sebijan-fejzula/
https://roarmag.org/author/sebijan-fejzula/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Death_of_Stanislav_Tom%C3%A1%C5%A1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Death_of_Stanislav_Tom%C3%A1%C5%A1
https://balkaninsight.com/2021/06/28/roma-lives-matter-protests-erupt-in-teplice/
https://balkaninsight.com/2021/06/28/roma-lives-matter-protests-erupt-in-teplice/
https://www.antigypsyism.eu/
https://www.antigypsyism.eu/
http://www.kaleamenge.org/
http://www.kaleamenge.org/
https://roarmag.org/
https://roarmag.org/


Ourelve), an independent and autonomou anti­
racit Roma political organization that work for
the collective emancipation of Roma and the
uilding of Roma political autonom, we demand
the right to live a Roma on our own term, not
how omeone ele want u to e.

Are we ale to ecure a afe pace for Roma in
urope, where we will not e perecuted from the
upermarket to the political arena, facing
deportation and the forced terilization of Roma
women? Are we ale to ecure a afe pace where
we will e ale to e repected on our own term of
living?

THE NORMALIZATION OF ANTI-
ROMA VIOLENCE

The fact that the Roma communit in urope i
till eing tematicall oppreed, 80 ear after
the Porajmo — the Romani Holocaut  Nazi
German — and man are een and treated a
foreigner within their own countrie, how how
little political attention ha een paid to the Roma
truggle. The dominant narrative of the Nazi
Holocaut onl reall include the Jewih
experience — excluding, among other, inti,
Roma, the dialed, LGTQ, communit and other
anti­facit. The Roma are facing the extreme
conequence of anti­Roma racim — the death of
tanilav Tomáš and an ongoing eviction threat of
everal Roma familie in Pata Rât of Cluj­Napoca,
Romania, are jut the latet example. The
legitimized violence againt our odie and a rutal
denial of human dignit continue.

The ongoing denial of anti­Roma racim within
academia, anti­dicrimination policie and the
media i preciel what ha created the urge for
elf­jutification and a need to contantl prove
that we, a a people, a a culture, are not
reponile for our own uffering. We are not the
prolem, a man have tried to argue. The prolem
i whitene a a tructural racial order in which
Roma are een a poing a threat to the ocial order.

It i within thi context that anti­Roma racim
appear a a regulating tactic to control, oerve
and dicipline the Roma od. To offer an example,
in 2018, Matteo alvini, who wa Ital’ Miniter of
Interior at the time, announced that Ital planned

to kick out all foreign­orn Roma, ut lamented,
“unfortunatel we will have to keep the Italian
Roma ecaue we can’t expel them.”

Of coure, uch racit peeche and practice are
not excluive onl to the right­wing partie; the
normalization of violence againt Roma toda i
alo the reult of the failure of partie, organization
and movement on the left to fight againt it. At the
ame time, white feminit movement have adopted
the role of “white avior” who need to “recue”
Roma women from the o­called “Roma
patriarch.”

All thee hitorical narrative and current political
practice have ecome emedded in the ideolog
of white upremac — the political violence of the
uropean countrie againt u never ended with
the adoption of human right charter nor with the
U Roma National Integration trategie. In fact,
in thoe U Roma National Integration trategie
the notion of antigpim i hardl dicued,
which lead toward the naturalization of racim
within thoe pulic policie and pecific “Roma
iue” initiative carried out in the uropean
context.

Conequentl, there i a marginalization of anti­
racim — excluding anti­Roma racim a a central
concern in term of the Roma ituation — which
contriute to an undertanding and
conceptualization of antigpim a the
conequence of the “Roma lifetle.” Thu, our
“different” culture, tradition and wa of living a
Roma are lamed for the racim we face. In hort,
anti­Roma racim ha mainl een approached a a
cultural rather than a political prolem.

A a whole, thee polic framework for Roma
tand in oppoition to a genuine anti­racit project.
A Caetano Fernandez, a reearcher and organizer
with Kale Amenge, ha defined it: “Anti­Gpim
i a race­aed tem of domination that ha
hitorical root in modernit and that oe the
contruction of the uropean white man a the
model of humanit, thu dehumanizing all other.”
A a reult, the idea of danger ha een hitoricall
emedded in the definition of Roma people a
fundamentall uncivilized, untrutworth and
“ungovernale.” Therefore, the onl poile wa
of dealing with Roma i through violence.
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Thi violence i jutified ecaue on the one hand,
it i done in the name of “ecuring” the white
populace — oth in practical and metaphical
term — and on the other, it i done in the name of
aving the Roma from themelve, from their
ararian ehavior. Thi image of Roma a a threat
to oth white identit and people i an outcome of
the hitorical colonial production of the “Gp
Other” a white imaginar fiction. In hi article,
“The Roma Collective Memor and the
pitemological Limit of Wetern Hitoriograph,”
Fernandez argue that the hitor that ha een
created aout the Roma people i a white contruct
which ha primaril produced an ontological
earch for, and legitimation of, white identit. In
hort, anti­Roma violence i jutified ecaue it i
done in the name of “order” and “pulic ecurit.”

QUETIONING THE WHITE
POLITICAL AGENDA

We are witneing how Roma ghetto from Tre mil
vivienda in pain to Teplice in Czech Repulic
have ecome modern open­air prion where
Roma odie are controlled, oerved, rutall
aued and killed. The categorization of thoe
pace a racialized — and for that reaon —
“dangerou” neighorhood that mut e under
permanent vigilance ha provoked an intene
police preence, a well a everal cae of police
rutalit.

Roma ghetto are alwa perceived a nonmou
with crime, hence the violence i permanent and
exceptional. The ghetto are the place where
Roma are denied humanit and dignit, while
white live continue to e ecured aed on the
contant and continual dehumanization of u
Roma. For man ear, I have een invetigating
and working on the politic of tructural and
everda antigpim, cae of police rutalit
and it traumatic effect on Roma urope and no
matter where I go, the Roma people tell me one
entence that repreent the igget violence
againt humanit: “The (white ocietie) ee and
treat u a non­human.”

A Roma movement, we have focued on creating
project to include Roma in the education tem,
ut we have failed to quetion the tem that we
eek to include Roma in and to take into account
the dail and cultural violence Roma face in thi
tem. Mindful of thi, I completel undertand
thoe Roma parent who decide not to let their
children go into an educational tem that treat
their children a non­worth. Mae, intead we
hould focu on creating ecure pace for our
children, where the will not onl feel afe, ut
more importantl, the will feel worth and
accepted.

o, how did Roma ecome the killale od? To
anwer thi quetion, we mut look at the hitorical
contruction of the imaginar “Gp,” the
criminal, the drug­addict, the “unrul Roma.”
Thee are the odie that are conidered non­
human and who ring diorder to the imagined
“civilized urope,” the functioning of which i
aed on law and order. The contruction of the
Roma od a a threat to the white order ha
produced policie and narrative of criminalit and
tate overeignt that jutif the need for
urveillance and control of Roma “ghetto” —
through CCTV tem, police violence and ma
incarceration.

Through the hitorical contruction of the Roma a
a threat to the white order, violence againt u ha
ecome normalized and jutified. Indeed, the
killale od i not jut the dead od; it i the
od that face dail violence, the od that i een
and treated a non­worth, the od that i fated to
live under dehumanized condition. It i the od
that i killed again when it i refued jutice 
tem. The Roma od i een a poing a political
threat to law and ocial order, tranforming the
notion of “naturall prompt to criminalit” to a
“pulic enem” of the tate. In ummar, the
killale od i the od that i contantl violated,
oth molicall and phicall. And et, without
preure from a coherent anti­racit Roma political
movement, urope remain completel ilent.



TOWARD A UNIFIED ROMA
POLITICAL AGENDA

For ear, man of u have een tring to peak
aout thi political violence, ut we cannot wait
an longer. While I completel encourage and
upport all the protet that have recentl taken
place, I am alo calling on the people to finall tart
to not onl quetion the tem, ut to go further
and organize toward a political agenda aed on
the need of our people. We need to propoe an
agenda for tructural change and not jut cometic
one — an agenda that will not eek individual
enefit ut will actuall put our collective need
firt. A tranformative agenda mean appling
meaure that will finall ring tructural change
to the etalihed white order.

Of coure, Roma in urope are not alone in their
fight againt tructural racim. We, the racialized
people (lack, Mulim, migrant, refugee, etc.)
hare the ame political enem in the tate and
their intitution — and our political power lie in
our alliance againt them. We mut come together
and undertand that onl together we can detro
the figure of the White Man that wa created a a
mol of humanit. Far from tring to continue in
the role of white avior within uch a truggle,
white people hould ue their privilege and fight
againt whitene — epeciall in thoe pace that

are not acceile to u. The hould organize
themelve around the iue of whitene, a
uggeted alread in 1966,  the leader of the
lack Power movement, tokel Carmichael, in hi
peech at Univerit of California, erkele. There,
he aid: “And the quetion i, can we find white
people who are gonna have the courage to go into
white communitie and tart organizing them?”

A Kale Amenge, we urgentl call for the
etalihment of a common unified political agenda
againt antigpim, an agenda that will trul
repreent and defend the political interet of our
people, aed on political honet and unit,
without getting caught up in the network et up
 the racit tate itelf. An agenda that will e
aed on political autonom and coherenc.

We have created an agenda that allow u to tackle
the following iue produced  the uppoedl­
democratic tem: the 12­Point Program of Kale
Amenge for the political lieration of the Roma
people.

The ghetto i a wa to lock our people up and
plunge them into violence, dipoeion and
povert. In pite of thi, our people urvive with
dignit alongide other iter communitie on the
peripher of modern citie. We denounce the racit
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engineering that lead to the ghetto a a device for
confining racialized communitie.

We denounce the detention, urveillance and
police aggreion aed on the o­called “ethnic”
profile that affect our people profoundl. The
police detain, aault and humiliate our people on a
dail ai, jut a the do with our rother and
iter in other communitie. In thi regard, we, the
memer of Kale Amenge, urge that ever cae of
police rutalit againt our people i conidered an
act of racit ideolog whoe ojective i none other
than to dicipline and control u within the exiting
racit order.

Throughout urope, oung Roma are confined to
chool and other educational intitution in which
the receive the meage that the are inferior, that
their “culture” i prolematic. The receive a
deficient education and are inoculated with the
idea that the hould e integrated, while at the
ame time the are denied thi poiilit,
detroing their elf­eteem and value. We urgentl
call for the creation and direction of our own
pace for communit education, where our
children can feel proud of who the are.

ince the onet of capitalim, our familie have
een forced to aandon their traditional trade and
to ell their laor force a wage­earner and docile
intrument of indutrial ociet. At the ame time,
government are concioul hindering area of
work uch a the flea market in order to favor ig
uine  puhing hundred of artian and mall
entrepreneur into povert. If a Roma peron want
to acce the conventional laor market, he or he
will e dicriminated againt on the ai of hi or
her urname, phical feature and worldview.

uropean tate do not have an ignificant tudie
on the realit of racim in the criminal jutice
tem, ut it exitence i an open ecret. For
example, the over­repreentation of Roma people
and other racialized communitie in panih

prion ugget a proportionall tricter, harher
and unfair treatment aed on race. Within prion,
Roma prioner are treated in a denigrating wa.
uch i the cae of our rother, Manuel Fernández
Jiménez, who died in a panih prion under
upiciou circumtance in 2017. We call for an
urgent end to legal racim.

Through the indutr of non­governmental
organization, ocial worker and aitant, Roma
familie are lackmailed, manipulated and forced to
etalih relation of dependence with the tate
that mitreat and depoliticize them. We do not
dout that in thi area there are honet people, ut
we refer to power tructure that have to e
dimantled and that go eond the good will of
repectful individual. We define anti­Roma racim
a a prolem of the tate and not a a prolem of
the Roma, therefore our fight mut e political.

Medical tudie confirm it: on average, Roma
people die up to 15 ear ounger than white
people. Racim affect not onl the ethical fier of a
ociet, it affect the mental and phical health of
racialized communitie. Racim take the live of
racialized people, ujecting them to high level of
anxiet, frutration, depreion, depair and
uncertaint.

The Roma people do not need an more iaed
tudie on their identit  academic to jutif
uropean program or department of ethnic
tudie. The Roma people do not need how,
morid or exotic entertainment program that
profit from the pulic corn and ocial humiliation
of our people. The Roma people need to confront
anti­Roma racim. Often, gplorim (a term ued
to define the academic knowledge production on
the Roma developed from a white perpective) ha
ecome a tool of control and power.

The dominant conceptualization of anti­Roma
racim a a cultural decriptor, rather than a et of
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political relation, ha meant that the current image
of Roma i the contemporar heir to the Roma
identit that wa hitoricall manufactured 
academic, “expert” and ureaucrat.

o, if ou have an interet in our people, we urge
ou to focu our interet on analzing the relation
etween our people and the tate. We, the
memer of Kale Amenge, call on the importance
of centering our own experience with the gadjo
world in our fight againt anti­Roma racim.

Anti­Roma racim i mot violentl expreed in
the implementation of the anti­migration policie
etalihed  a large numer of uropean
government, regardle of their political
orientation. Thee policie detroed our familie,
condemn u to povert and make u vulnerale to
attack from the mot reactionar element of
uropean ociet.

All political partie how a fale interet in our
people. Wherever the Roma population i een a
ke to electoral outcome, the all eek the Roma
vote through dihonet, racit and patronizing
campaign. At the ame time, all political partie
are intereted in intrumentalizing and uing ome
memer of our communit a macot. We do not
ettle for crum or carrot. We negotiate, ut we
do not give in. Kale Amenge denounce the
“colorim” and political intrumentalization of our
people and appeal to the need to uild an
autonomou political truggle.

To recognize our hitor i not onl to recognize
Flamenco and the cultural contriution of the
Roma people, ut to make viile — at the
intitutional, educational and ocial level — the
attempt of extermination that have een carried
out againt Roma people over the pat five
centurie. Moreover, it i to recognize that thee
crime are intrumental to the privilege that white
people experience toda and the ituation of

diadvantage and ocial excluion that our people
uffer. Thi necearil implie initiating a polic of
hitorical reparation and compenation that,
eond mere recognition, egin to generate the
condition that allow the tructural difference that
enefit the decendant of the executioner to e
ended and that compenate the decendant of the
victim of thi hitor, which for u i till preent.

We demand an end to the uurpation of the Roma
political pace, hijacked  integrationit
organization incapale of confronting tate racim.
We call for the collective contruction of a Roma
political uject that trul repreent and defend
the political interet of our people, aed on
political honet and unit, without falling into the
availale narrow channel et up  the racit tate
itelf.

A COLLECTIVE REBIRTH OF THE
ROMA CONCIOUNE

Thee twelve point together aim to repreent a
turning point in the character of the political
demand of the Roma people againt a racit
ociet. We do not perceive ourelve a the
protagonit of omething new, ut a part of the
collective reirth of the Roma concioune that
clearl redicover it greatet and onl enem:
anti­Roma racim. At the ame time, we do not
fight thi attle alone, rather, alongide other
racialized communitie in the fight againt racim,
an intitutional matter that involve collectivel
quetioning pecific power relation.

We are peaking of a nation that ha more than 14
million people in urope, o we have the numer,
ut the quetion i how do we hift thee numer
into political power? How do we create an
autonomou international political agenda that will
aim to unif the international truggle into one
Roma truggle?

Can we, a an international Roma movement,
finall come together and tart to rethink concept
and trategie uch a “integration” and hift our
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agenda onto the importance of elf­repreentation,
elf­organization and, more importantl, to
autonom? It i more than clear that urope i not
experiencing a “Roma prolem” ut rather a
prolem of white upremac and whitene. In

other word, the prolem of urope i it own
oeion with white purit and dominance. Can
we finall a an international movement change the
term of dicuion and confront a political
prolem with a political agenda?

eijan Fejzula

eijan Fejzula i a militant with Kale Amenge (Roma for
Ourelve), a Roma anti­racit organization, and a reearcher
at the Center for ocial tudie, Univerit of Coimra,
Portugal.
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